Principal’s welcome
Waikato Diocesan School for Girls is a state-integrated
Anglican school with a roll of around 650 students. Our
school has well-established traditions of excellence and
is widely recognised as one of the highest performing
schools in New Zealand, with an enviable record of
academic, sporting and cultural achievements.
We accept around 34 international students each year
from a range of countries. Students are accepted at
all levels, and are well prepared for tertiary study. The
students’ learning is supplemented by English Language
programmes and subject support.
Pastoral care is an important part of school life
and our students well-being is constantly being
monitored. The International Department provides a
personalised service including admission and enrolment
assistance, accommodation, orientation, language and
academic support.
Our large boarding community provides a safe and positive
place in which to live and grow. There is a structured
daily routine and assistance with supervised homework
and activities. Homestay accommodation gives students
a family environment and nurturing home.
At Waikato Diocesan School we have a strong sense
of community. Through this involvement, students
develop the moral foundations for good citizenship.
We encourage students to have high expectations of
themselves, to achieve great success, and thrive in our
supportive, positive school environment.
Mrs Mary Curran
Principal
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Provision for international students
Waikato Diocesan School for Girls is a
signatory to The Code of Practice for the
Pastoral Care of International Students
(the Code) established under section 238F
of the Education Act 1989. The school has
attested that it complies with all aspects of
the Code. ERO’s investigations confirmed
that the school’s self-review process for
international learners is thorough and
effectively informs ongoing improvement.
At the time of this ERO review there were
29 international fee-paying students
enrolled in the school. Provision for these
students is well managed by the Dean
of International Students and there is a
strong focus on ensuring their well-being
and sense of belonging in the school.
International students have access to
high quality learning opportunities.
They are well integrated into the life of
the school and participate in a range of
co-curricular activities. Their learning,
well-being and academic progress are
closely monitored.

Application Process
Step 1

Step 3

Family/Agent submits an enrolment application

Pay Acceptance Fee

Applications from overseas students wishing to study at
Waikato Diocesan are welcomed.

Pay the Administration fee as per the invoice
to secure the place.

Please include with your application:
• Proof of student’s identity (photocopy of passport)
• A translated copy of student’s most recent
school report
• A written statement (in English) from the
student stating her interests, achievements
and career plans
• A completed Enrolment Form downloaded
from the school website.

Step 2
Offer of Place
If your application is accepted, we will forward to you a
Conditional Offer of Place and the following information
and documents:
• A letter of offer
• An itemised financial schedule
• Boarding House Forms if applicable
• A copy of the Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of
International Students (in first language where possible)
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Step 4
Issue of invoice and fee charges
Tuition fees, boarding and other fees are to be paid in full
by the date specified on the invoice (usually in October
the year before study commences).

Step 5
Receipt
The Offer of Place becomes unconditional with this
payment and a receipt is issued.

Step 6
Apply for Student Visa
Full details of visa and permit requirements, advice on
rights to employment in New Zealand while studying
etc. are available through the New Zealand Immigration
Service, and can be viewed on their website:
http://www.immigration.govt.nz
Please notify the International Dean of your intended
arrival date. Waikato Diocesan School will send
pre-departure information to assist students for
their arrival to New Zealand.

Academic/Pathways
Waikato Diocesan School offers an holistic education. The
values, academic and life skills, and love of learning that
students acquire during their time at Waikato Diocesan
School will lay the foundation for a meaningful and
successful life beyond school.
We provide a positive and focused learning environment
within which we help students to meet their individual
learning needs. Students are taught in accordance with
the internationally acclaimed New Zealand Curriculum.
An increasingly wide range of courses are available which
is intended to give a broad general education while also
providing a foundation for future specialisation. Within
individual courses we emphasise the importance of
learning how to learn, of developing independence as a
learner, making cross-curricular connections and solving
problems or undertaking projects in real life contexts.

A diverse range of subjects and a
committed and well qualified staff prepare
students well for tertiary education
and other vocational pathways. NCEA
provides a great degree of flexibility in
course choice and this requires careful
planning. Informed subject and course
choice is important and teachers, deans
and the careers advisor provide students
with clear guidance for planning a course
of study which is relevant to future career
pathways.

Recent NCEA
Results
98.5% pass rate for NCEA Level 1
93.7% pass rate for NCEA Level 2
94% pass rate for NCEA Level 3
90.2% gained University Entrance
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Accommodation
Boarding
Boarder families send their daughters to Waikato Diocesan
for many reasons: the caring boarding experience; the
all-round education, the special character, and the family
atmosphere.
Students live with other students from their academic
year in one of five boarding houses. All meals are included
in the fees and each house is centrally heated, carpeted
and furnished.
Professional, nurturing boarding staff members provide
the students with a safe and positive place in which to live
and grow. Homework is supervised and subject specialists
provide additional tuition if needed, most boarding staff
also teach in the day school.

For the school’s 160 boarders, developing
caring attitudes towards each other and the
wider community is the foundation of their
boarding experience.
Waikato Diocesan School for Girls’ boarding
promotes a safe and caring environment in
which students can grow into confident,
responsible young adults.
The boarding house closes for two to three
weekends each term and for end-of-term
holidays. This is called ‘Exeat”. Therefore,
International Students are required to have
an exeat homestay family who care for them
during the time they are not in the boarding
house. The International Department will
arrange homestay families for students.

Homestay
Homestay accommodation means that
you will be living with a New Zealand
family and you will be treated just like
their daughter. Although you will pay
them homestay fees each fortnight, it is
not like living in a hotel.
As a family member you will be included
in all family activities, such as going away
on day trips with them, celebrating family
occasions and helping in the house with
some of the small chores.
Living with a family means that you
will be very well cared for by your new
family who are there to make you feel
happy and comfortable. You will have
someone you know to talk to if you have
a problem, are unhappy, or are sick.
Your English will improve quickly and
you will soon understand how New
Zealanders live.
Waikato Diocesan School can find a
suitable homestay family for you and
the Dean of International Students
or homestay coordinator will regularly
talk to you and visit the family to ensure
that you are happy and well cared for.
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“Living with a family means
that you will be very well cared
for by your new family who are
there to make you feel happy
and comfortable.”

Extracurricular Activities
Sports
At Dio, students can get involved in a variety of sports.
Some sports start very early in Term 1 so it is important to
get organised early.
Many summer and winter sports codes have weekly
competitions and/or one-day events that are open to
girls of all abilities.
Don’t be afraid to try a sport that you have never done
before as a number of sports have regular development
opportunities in the form of weekly coaching.
The Sports Office door is always open so if you have any
questions please do not hesitate to pop in and see our
friendly staff. The Sports Office is located on the ground
floor of the Sports Education Building, opposite the Piki
Mahuta Centre and beside the Hockey Turf.

Sports on offer include:
• Badminton
• Basketball
• Hockey
• Netball
• Rowing
• Swimming
• Tennis
• Touch Rugby
• Volleyball
Students have the option to join the Dio
Fit Club gymnasium which can be used
before and after school. Many of our
International students use this facility
on a regular basis. Memberships can be
arranged on arrival.

Arts and Culture
The arts are an integral part of school life - whether it
is performing or producing art for public performances
or exhibitions, or simply for personal fulfilment and
enjoyment, we believe that creativity is a vital part of
education.
There are a large number of opportunities for students
to participate in the arts outside of the classroom. All
require commitment throughout the year (even after
competitions!). Most groups have a regular weekly
rehearsal but the competitions/performances vary
depending on the group.
Participating and showing commitment to a group for
the year will help with Arts Honours applications later in
the year.

Activities on offer include:
• Jazz Band
• Orchestra

“The arts are an integral part
of school life - whether it
is performing or producing
art for public performances
or exhibitions”

• Performance Lessons
• Choir
• Dance Group
• Junior Drama Club
• Production
• Debating
• Kapa Haka
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